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The Manpower Problem in North Vieinom

provides data on manpower in North Vietnam. These data and analyses
of economic, political and social activities give us & reasonably clear
picture m?ébe general manpower situation. The overwhelming veight of

evidence poinis to the fact that North Vieinzmese manpower resources

are almost certsinly more than adequate to support the war effori at

present levels for an extended period and probably are adequate to
support an expanded effort.

Although conflicting reports make it impossible to determine the
precise terms for conscription, we estimate that the present draft
age is 17-35. There are a few reports that 16 year olds have been
dmf‘ﬁeﬁ.{ These occurrences are atynicsl and probably reflect local
recruitment problems, or uneven and arbitrary application of draft
regulations, rather than national conscription policles. The lowering
of the draft age would be an extreme measuvre which we estimate Banol
would not adopt until it had exhausted the sevéra.l other opbions avall-
able for fuller mobilization of its manpower ysscurces. We are reason-
ably confident that the sources available to us would provide adequate
date to enable us to identify the emergence of s critlcal manpower

situation in North Vietnam.
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As puart of our amalysis of the alr war over North Vietnam, we
analyze the impact of interﬁictifm programs on the flow of essentlsl
military traffic. This traffic consieis of the povement of material
and equipnent necessary for the defense of North Vietnam and the
loglatiec support of its military establisment. We include in this
trafilc the supplies snd equipment needed to maintain the logistical
pipelines, and the supply requirements {exeluding food of the Com-
munist forces in South Vietmsm.

In texns of military imports this traffic amounts currently to
550 tons a day. Most of this is eonsuped within North Vietmaw. Only
slightly over 10 percent of this smount -~ 60 tong & day ~- 18 moved
sut of North Vietnsn to maintain its logistic pipelines and to support
the Communist forces in South Vietnan. The movesment of this traffic
reguires the use of less than 5 perceant of the camcity awmilablie for
woving imports into North Vietnam and well below 10 percent of the
capacity of the infiliration routes through Isos.

The bombings have greatly complicated the movement of military
taffic to the SBouth and reised the internel requirements for war
materiel, Imports of antisireraft ssmunition during 1566, for example,
were double the wvolume imporved during 1965, and will be even grenter
in 1967. |

The sir interdiction progres has had little impact on the actual
volume of nilitary supplies being delivered to South Vietamm. It

would, moreover, not be a restyaining factor in determining ithe amounts
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of troops or supplles North Vietnam might wish to move south in

the future. Assming that North Vietnam must meintain infi{ltration
at 1ts current rates in order to veplace losses, we estimate that it
would not be able to put more than an sdditional 70,000 troops in
South Vietnam without sacrificing minimum home defense reguivements,
Thig force increase would reise dally external logistic requirements
in South Vietnam by only 10 tons a day, assuming the grester mart

of their food continues to come from Cambodia. Thus the flow of
military traffic would still remain below any capecity levels to
which air attack could reasonably be expected to reduce the infilira-

tion routes,
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PRt
MEMORANDUM FOR: THE RhwdRD STAT
STAT

|:E'he attached was Prepared by I:l
or t

|28 & supplement to the memo Prepared
he President on 29 August 1967. This
supplement answers questions asgsked by the

President after reading the original
paper.

wxn /per |
30 August 1967

STAT

S-2450 4

(DATE)

FORM NO.

REPLACES FORM 10-101
_I AUG 54 lo‘

WHICH MAY BE ysED. (47)
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